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Women Leader: An Important Partnership of Community Development

A Case Study of Village Headwomen in Nang Village, Phitsanulok Province

Farung Mee-Udon' and Thanyavadee Gumjadphai2

Abstract

This article aims to accomplish two main objectives: 1) examine the drive toward gender
equality in Thai society, and 2) present a partnership focused on the development of women
and men, using a case study of village headwomen in a community located in Phitsanulok
province. It is done through qualitative research, using data collected in 2021 through informal
in-depth interviews. The study involves 20 key informants, including 5 female committee
members, 5 male committee members, 5 female villagers, and 5 male villagers. It found that
the drive towards gender equality in Thai society is influenced by Western ideas. The concept
of gender equality has been put into practice in a village that recently appointed its first village
headwoman in 2021. The appointment has brought increased recognition to the village due
to the creation of enterprises that produce and sell various products. These products utilise
the traditional wisdom of local people to further their development. As a result, these
activities have contributed to an increase in the community's income, improved the overall
economic situation, and developed a stronger sense of community through activities. Based
on the interviews, all respondents have accepted the role of a woman in community
leadership, despite her being a young woman. This acceptance comes from both external and

internal conditions. Externally, Thai society is beginning to provide women with more
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opportunities to have key roles in society. Internally, within the community, acceptance comes
from the need for economic development and the qualities of the woman leader herself,
who comes from a new generation with knowledge and ability for community development,
improving the well-being of the people, increased access to the public, and increased
collaboration. Additionally, the kinship in NaNang Village provides strong support for the
appointed head.

Keywords: Gender Equality, Women Leader, Village Headwomen,

Partnership of Community Development
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